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Preface
This special issue contains papers selected from the 36th International Colloquium on Automata, Languages and
Programming (ICALP 2009) held in Rhodes, Greece, from July 5 to July 12, 2009.
ICALP is a series of annual conferences of the European Association for Theoretical Computer Science (EATCS). The first
ICALP took place in 1972. In 2009, the ICALP program consisted of the established Track A (focusing on algorithms, automata,
complexity and games) and Track B (focusing on logic, semantics and theory of programming), and an innovated Track C
(which focused on foundations of networked computation).
This special issue contains papers invited from Track A and Track C, which were selected from the 84 contributions
accepted for presentation at themeeting in these tracks. The contributions of this volume cover a variety of different research
topics, reflecting the fact that theoretical computer science impacts many areas. The papers in this special issue are final,
generally widely rewritten and expanded versions of the conference papers and have been fully refereed in accordancewith
the high standards of Theoretical Computer Science.
We would like to thank all the people who contributed to this special issue. In particular, we wish to thank Yossi Matias,
who has co-chaired ICALP track C.We alsowish to thank the authors for the excellent quality of their work, and their diligent
efforts during the refereeing process. Finally, our warmest appreciation also goes to the excellent job done by the numerous
referees who played a vital role in making this special issue live up to high quality standards. We are sure the readers will
enjoy the result.
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